SPECIAL!ISSUE:!TRANSNATIONALIZING!LEGAL!EDUCATION
2 ! ! Some!of!the!principal!causes!of!this!growth!include:!1)!the!increased!availability!of!higher! education!in!Mexico,!in!general,!as!a!response!to!the!growing!demand!for!higher!education! programs;!2)!the!ease!with!which!a!new!law!program!could!be!started,!including!the!low! investment!required;!and!3)!the!diverse!reasons!that!students!have!to!study!law.
3 ! ! Following! the! last! point,! this! article! focuses! on! exploring! the! diversity! of! ways! future! students!are!exposed!to!law,!as!well!as!the!multiple!reasons!that!make!the!profession!and! degree! attractive! for! them. situation!led!to!your!interest!in!studying!law?"!that!we!asked!almost!22,000!Mexican!law! students!around!the!country!at!the!beginning!of!the!2004"2005!academic!year.! ! This! analysis! is! important! because! current! efforts! to! transform! legal! education! tend! to! consider! only! international! components! to! incorporate! into! the! law! programs.! But! these! reforms! should! also! consider! the! regional! or! local! needs! of! the! participants! of! legal! education! which! until! now! have! not! been! taken! into! account.! For! example,! as! we! will! describe!in!this!article,!one!of!five!Mexican!law!students!chose!to!study!law!because!they! or!their!relatives!had!been!victims!of!violations!to!their!rights,!or!as!a!result!of!perceiving! their! environment! as! marked! by! injustice,! corruption! and! impunity.! Law! for! them! was! a! way!to!do!something!about!it!or,!at!least,!be!able!to!protect!themselves!and!their!families.! This!is!a!reality!shared!not!only!by!other!Latin!American!countries,!but!probably!by!most! developing! countries.! Any! reform! to! legal! education! should! explore! ways! to! incorporate! the! students'! ideas,! interests! and! experiences! into! their! studies! not! only! to! improve! the! program,!but!also!to!stimulate!the!students!and!increase!their!motivation.! ! Before! describing! the! methodology! of! our! study! and! for! those! not! familiar! with! legal! education! in! Mexico,! it! is! important! to! mention! some! general! characteristics! in! order! to! understand!the!context!we!are!analyzing: 9 !or! ! c)!Member!of!a!group!or!system!of!institutions!where!at!least!one!of!its!IHE!is!a!member!of! ANUIES,!FIMPES!or!SACS,!or!that!has!been!considered!one!of!the!best!universities!at!the! regional! or! national! level! according! to! the! Reader's! Digest! 2004! University! Guide.! The! purpose!here!is!to!include!institutions!that!benefit!from!being!part!of!a!specific!group!of! IHE! that! may! allow! them! to! have! access! to! economic! and! human! resources! for! their! development.
for!the!following!reason:!they!have!some!prestige!in!their!community,!and!since!they!offer! only! law! programs,! they! are! less! interested! in! becoming! members! of! the! associations! mentioned!before,!and!it!is!more!difficult!for!them!to!be!recognized!among!the!best!IHE!at! the!regional!or!national!level,!due!to!their!size!and!specialization.! ! In!the!Private!2!Group!are!all!the!private!IHE!not!included!in!the!Private!1!Group.!Many!of! these!institutions!have!been!criticized!for!providing!low!quality!education.!However,!we!do! not!know!much!about!these!institutions!and!most!of!them!have!a!non"traditional!approach! to!education!and/or!they!are!on!their!way!to!consolidation. 10 ! ! We!placed!each!IHE!in!one!of!the!three!groups,!we!used!a!stratified!cluster!sampling!for! the! specific! case! of! students.! Each! group! was! considered! a! stratum! (Public,! Private! 1,! or! Private!2)!and!15!institutions!were!randomly!selected!from!each!group.
11 !Each!institution! was!a!cluster!and!we!included!the!totality!of!students!within!each!cluster.
12 !The!number!of! IHE!included!in!the!study!was!determined!by!taking!into!consideration!the!sample!needed! to!reach!the!study's!objective!and!the!time!and!budget!available!for!visits!to!schools.!! ! ! ! ! 10 !It!is!necessary!to!clarify!two!aspects!regarding!the!Groups.!First,!we!used!these!"quality"!criteria!because!they! allow!us!to!divide!the!private!Institutions!into!two!groups!with!different!characteristics.!Not!enough!information! about!IHE!was!available!to!apply!other!grouping!criteria.!Furthermore,!there!were!no!generally!accepted!criteria! for! defining! the! quality! of! private! Institutions,! such! as! formal! accreditation.! The! formal! accreditation! of! Licenciaturas!en!Derecho!began!only!in!2006.!These!circumstances!led!us!to!use!the!criteria!described!above.! Second,!there!are!differences!among!IHE!in!the!Public!Group,!due!mainly!to!the!perception!that!these!Institutions! differ!in!their!prestige!and!in!the!academic!experiences!they!provide!to!students.!Nevertheless,!most!of!public!IHE! belong! to! a! university! system,! which! means! that! they! have! access! to! economic! and! human! resources! for! their! development,! and! they! benefit! from! that! access.! For! instance,! associations! such! as! ANUIES! consider! the! whole! university! system,! not! the! IHE! alone,! for! acceptance.! Then,! if! the! same! criteria! for! dividing! private! IHE! were! applied!to!public!IHE,!most!of!them!would!be!in!a!"Public!1"!group.!Few!IHE!would!be!in!a!"Public!2"!group,!and! they!would!have!less!than!5%!of!the!law!students!enrolled!in!public!Institutions.!For!this!reason,!we!placed!them! in!a!single!group.! 14 ! ! The!student!questionnaires!were!administered!in!the!classrooms!during!a!class!period.!All! classes!in!session!during!the!day!that!we!were!at!an!institution!were!visited!so!we!could! distribute!questionnaires!to!all!the!students!attending!classes!that!day.
15 !From!the!36,319! students! enrolled! in! the! 45! Institutions,! 21,789! were! present! that! day! and!responded!to! the! questionnaire,! yielding! an! overall! response! rate! of! 60%.! We! personally! administered! 85%!of!the!questionnaires;!the!rest!were!administered!by!the!IHE!and!then!sent!to!us.
16 ! ! IV.!Data!Analysis!! ! We!coded!all!the!data!and!used!the!SPSS!and!STATA!programs!to!analyze!the!answers!on! the! student! questionnaires,! and! used! two! weights! to! analyze! the! data.! The! first! weight! assigned! to! each! questionnaire! a! value! proportional! to! the! total! number! of! students! in! each!Institution.!The!purpose!of!this!weighting!procedure!was!to!correct!for!differences!in! rates!of!completion!of!questionnaires!at!the!various!institutions.!It!takes!into!account!the! academic!level!of!each!student,!and!it!is!used!when!making!inferences!about!each!Group! or! stratum.! The! second! weight! assigned! to! each! questionnaire! a! value! representative! of! the!total!population!in!the!full"time!Licenciatura!en!Derecho.!The!purpose!of!this!second! weighting!procedure!is!to!correct!for!differences!in!the!proportion!of!questionnaires!that! had!been!completed!in!each!stratum,!while!taking!into!account!the!first!weight.!It!is!used! when!making!inferences!about!all!law!students!in!full"time!programs.! ! (2)! what! they! liked! about!law!after!they!had!made!contact!with!it!as!a!field;!and!(3)!the! perspectives! regarding! law! that! they! brought! with! them! when! they! entered! the! LED. 17 ! Collecting! and! analyzing! data! on! these! issues! allowed! us! not! only! to! better! understand! students'!interests,!but!also!to!explain!the!high!demand!for!law!studies.!! ! Student! responses! can! be! divided! into! six! "General! Topics"! or! categories:! (1)! a! specific! experience:! 48.3%;! (2)! knowledge! of! what! is! being! studied:! 18.9%;! (3)! knowledge! of! the! extent! to! which! someone! in! that! field! can! provide! assistance:! 17.4%;! (4)! knowledge! regarding!professional!practice:!14.4%;!(5)!general!liking!of!the!field:!14.2%;!and!(6)!other:! 8.5%.!The!total!of!these!percentages!is!greater!than!100%!because!the!responses!of!some! students!included!more!than!one!factor!-!that!is,!their!responses!addressed!more!than!one! category.
18 ! ! Moreover,!we!will!note!if!there!are!significant!differences!in!numbers!of!responses!falling! into!particular!categories!as!a!function!of!Group,!Gender,!Age,!SES!or!LED!grades.!One!of! our!objectives!in!identifying!these!differences!is!to!encourage!further!research!to!elucidate! the!causes!of!these!differences.!In!every!instance!where!the!text!states!that!a!"significant! difference"!was!found,!we!are!referring!to!a!statistically!significant!difference!at!the!0. 19 ! ! The!responses!also!illustrate!what!the!students!expect!to!do!and!the!impact!they!wish!to! have! with! their! law! studies.! In! relation! to! situations! of! injustice,! students! consider! that! they!can!repair!the!damage!("Because!they!unjustly!took!my!father's!ranch!away!and!he! was! left! with! nothing.! The! same! person! who! sold! him! the! ranch! took! it! away.! I! plan! to! recover!it!one!day!through!the!legal!route,""Watching!my!family!with!legal!problems!and! not!having!the!money!to!pay"),!their!law!studies!will!provide!them!knowledge!of!how!to! avoid! these! situations! ("For! the! injustices! and! violations! Mexican! society! experiences! because! of! ignorance! and! lack! of! knowledge! of! the! institutions! to! which! they! can! go! to! exercise!their!rights,""The!abuses!of!authority!caused!by!the!lack!of!legal!knowledge!by!the! general!population"),!well"prepared,!honest!lawyers!are!needed!("I!consider!that!there!are! many! poorly! prepared! lawyers! and! so,! well! prepared! lawyers! are! needed,"! "Because! although!there!are!too!many!lawyers!not!all!of!them!have!the!necessary!capability"),!and! as!a!lawyer!they!can!help!to!change!("Seeing!that!impunity!is!everywhere!and!being!able!to! contribute! to! make! this! stop,""Because! I! am! really! worried! about! the! political! and! legal! situation! of! the! country,! and! I! believe! that! Mexico! deserves! that! all! of! us! worry! and! improve!the!current!situation!in!the!country").! ! Significant!differences!exist!when!we!consider!Group,!Gender!and!SES.!The!percentage!of! students! who! mentioned! a! situation! involving! injustice! as! the! factor! that! led! to! their! interest!in!law!is!greater!in!students!at!Private!2!and!Public!Institutions,!in!women!and!in! students!with!middle"low!or!low!SES.!! ! b)! Influence! of! family! members! or! acquaintances:! 16.6%! of! students! responded! that! the! profession,!advice!or!example!of!their!family!and/or!acquaintances!led!to!their!interest!in! law.! Most! students! in! this! group! answered! that! what! aroused! their! interest! is! that! their! father,!mother,!siblings!or!other!family!members!are!lawyers!or!work!in!legal!institutions.! However,! the! way! this! impacted! their! decision! varies,! because! it! could! be! by:! tradition! ("There!are!many!lawyers!in!my!family"),!more!contact!with!law!("I!worked!for!a!while!in!a! family! firm,""By! reading! law! books,! because! there! are! many! lawyers! in! my! family,""Watching! my! uncles! litigate"),! better! knowledge! of! law! ("My! family! and! friends! are!lawyers!so!they!explained!what!they!did!and!I!liked!it")!or!job!guarantee!("Because!my! personal!situation!inclined!me!to!study!law,!because!I!sincerely!consider!that!I!had!a!door! opened!(by!my!father)!and!I!would!have!to!struggle!less!when!finding!a!job").!In!relation!to! job! guarantee,! it! is! worth! mentioning! that! it! not! only! applies! to! those! whose! family!
